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Memories of summer—a longing for a less 
hurried autumn allows us to reflect on new 
friendships we made, aviation lessons we 
learned, and adventures we shared.

Some fun events: I had the chance to visit 
the airports in the BC Interior, meet various 
aviation businesses, and embark upon 
an unexpected tour up Kamloops Tower 
and to the FSS Facility. The facility ran a 
surprisingly well-organized operation (we always talk to the voices 
on the other side of the phone when filing flight plans or checking 
WX systems).

A quick stint to the winery is a must do! Personal 
recommendation: Gray Monk’s Red Meritage and Gray Monk’s 
White Ehrenfelser—quite divine. (Remember your “8 hours from 
bottle to throttle”.) Another fun trip took us to Delta Airpark for 
their pancake breakfast. The A22 Foxbat flight took four minutes 
from CSK8.

Hope grass runway: I had never landed there before! The A22 
Ultralight just wanted to keep flying! We met family for a cool 
drink at the Hope Flying Club, chatted with the gliding instructor, 
and whoosh—we were airborne back home. It took us a good 
50 minutes each way. Not to mention an unexpected flight for 
lunch on the patio at Rowena’s: a unique adventure and hidden 
gem in the Valley. You have to fly in one day! Dinner was a sunset 
adventure into CZBB at Skyhawk Restaurant... How can flying not 
be so much fun?

I hope that the many airshows this summer brought a thrill of 
excitement to your life as well. (See the write up and photos in 
this issue.) Those little airborne trips out... With special friends, 
whatever, wherever and whenever you fly... I wish you a SMILE 
and blue skies, always!

Elke Robinson, Aviation News Journal

Enter our contest on page 31
for a chance to win a DVD 

from Mile High Productions!
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On August 17, 2012, Conair retired their venerable Firecats 
from service. The Firecat is a retrofitted Grumman S-2F 
Tracker modified by Conair Group Inc. of Abbotsford, B.C. 
for aerial firefighting. The modification was accomplished by 
raising the floor of the rear crew compartment, cutting the keel 
and fitting a retardant tank to replace the keel. Then, having 
removed all of the military wiring and equipment such as the 
tail hook, radar, automatic wing fold system, and search light, 
re-engineering and repositioning was required for the rudder 
assist trim system and the aileron control rods. The two Wright 
Cyclone 9 (R-1820) radial engines were retained and supplied 
enough power to give a fully loaded (26,000 pounds) Firecat a 
climb rate of nearly 1,400 fpm.

The Firecat was well known for its agility, making it a versatile 
and well-loved Aerial Tanker. The four-compartment tank can 
hold up to 725 gallons of water or retardant (a chemical based 
fire retardant utilizing fertilizer as a base). When a full salvo 
drop is made, an incredible 7,250 pounds of water is released. 
The four doors allow a pilot to actually drop the retardant in 
four separate bombing runs, as opposed to one heavy drop. 
These separate compartments are what allowed Conair to make 
those fantastic multicoloured water drops at Airshows.
When deployed in the field, the planes were usually based 
in groups of four: three Firecats, and one Birddog, (usually 

Piper—Ted Smith—Aerostar 600). It is the job of the Birddog 
aircraft team to assess the fire and create the bombing runs for 
the air tankers. Once the Birddog has set out the needs for the 
drop, it will fly a pass over the fire, indicating to the Firecat 
pilot where to drop the 
retardant.

The Firecats’ days of 
operation have now come 
to a close. They have 
been slowly replaced 
by a newer and more 
economical aircraft, the turbine powered Air Tractor 802 and 
the ‘Fireboss’—an Air Tractor 802 on amphibious floats. The 
Air Tractor is more commonly seen spraying wheat and cotton 
fields across North America.

Editors Note: A special thank you to former Firecat pilot John 
Laing, of Adastra Aviation Ltd., for providing insight into this 
story. Photos courtesy Conair. Read full story at
www.aviationnewsjournal.com

Conair Retires an Old Friend
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Q
uite an accomplishment—
Fifty Years of top-notch air 
show entertainment. Not an easy 
task, to say the least, even in the best 
of times. Hats off to the organizers, the host 
City of Abbotsford and the Airport Authority. 

Moreover, full marks and accolades to the hundreds of 
annual volunteers, participants, sponsors, supporters, and 
on-site business operations, without whom this world-class 
airshow and exhibition event would not have been possible.  
Congratulations to all!

This year was no exception. Canada’s premier airshow would 
once again thrill and excite visitors with a well-rounded air 
display program, an abundance of static aircraft and associated 
ground attractions, vendors and activities.

As I made my way into the grounds this day, fond memories 
crowded my thoughts. Like yesterday came the images: the 
Royal Air Force Vulcan bomber, Canadian Forces CF 101 
Voodoo interceptors, Russian Knights military jet team, the 
huge Soviet Antonov AN 225 transport, the ever popular 
USMC AV-8 Harrier STOL jet and Jimmy Franklin flying 
his jet assist Waco biplane, to name but a few. The sheer 
memories quickened my pulse and lifted my expectations for 
this year’s anniversary show. 

Featured headliners were the highly regarded six-ship United 
States Air Force Thunderbirds and the venerable nine-plane 
Canadian Forces (RCAF) Snowbirds Demonstration Teams. 
The F-16C Thunderbirds went aloft mid-afternoon and the 
CT-114 Tutor ‘Snowbirds’ closed the day.

Gates were open to the general public at 8:00 AM, and before 
we knew, it was 10:30 AM, and giving us the first flights of 
the day were the Abbotsford Flying Club aircraft, Canadian 
Museum of Flight vintage aircraft, CF Skyhawks Streamer 
drop, and a Red Eagles teaser. Anthems and Official Opening 
commenced at 11:00 AM, followed by a US Coast Guard 
Search and Rescue Demo, and if you can believe it, a 
jet-propelled ‘Outhouse Act’.

50th Anniversary
Abbotsford International 

AIRSHOW
August 10, 11 & 12

Story & photos by
Ed Anderson

Royal Canadian Air Force
431 Squadron “Snowbirds”
Demo Team

Brian Sanders and Hawker Sea Fury 
“Argonaut” wing tip smoke demo

Hotside performer Warbirds
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Aside from a mid-week Thunderstorm scare, the weather was 
pretty much airshow perfect for the duration, and enthusiastic 
crowds filled the airport grounds for the three-day event.

Vintage piston-powered Warbirds, including the B-25 
Mitchell Bomber called “Grumpy”—from the Historic Flight 
Foundation at Everett, WA—and high-energy military fighter 
jets, provided plenty of noise and speed with combined 
appearances and individual flying displays and routines. Other 
featured performers likewise showcased their skills and talents 
throughout the afternoon. Simply amazing acts that included 
Dan Buchanan and his Hang Glider, Bud Granley flying his 
whistling Fouga Magister jet, Ross Granley and his 18T cabin 
Yak, Pete McLeod in his Edge 540 ‘Red Bull’ Air Racer, a 
thump & thunder ‘Indy Boys’ Jet-powered School Bus, and 
Brian Sanders, up from Ione CA, with a pristine Hawker 
Sea Fury “Argonaut” performing a graceful wing tip smoke 
demonstration to artistic effect—impressive. And, as added 
sugar and spice, spectators were treated to the silence and 
grace of the ‘Red Bull’ Skydivers plus the renowned Canadian 
Forces Skyhawks Parachute Team

Continued on page 26

USAF Thunderbirds—inverted solos

Hotside Jets
Royal Canadian Air Force CF-18 Hornet Demo in readiness 
Pilot Captain Patrick “Paco” Gobeil
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O
ld-timer bush pilots who have exhaustively 
worked airplanes, helicopters, or both are 
familiar with the concept of ‘pilot burn-out’. In 
their day, rest came only when no more flying 
could be crammed between pre-dawn twilight 
and serious darkness. Three hundred hours in 
the air in one month was not unknown back 

then, and neither was the phenomenon popularly known as 
‘pilot burn-out’. Nowadays, pilots are legally held to strict 
limits on flight hours, duty times, and mandatory time off. 
These days, old-timers show up at airport coffee shops to 
spin true tales meant to impress and convince everybody of 
how thankful they should be that those “good old days” of 
unlimited flying are gone.  So what’s the connection between 
bush pilot burn-out and fly-in lodges?  Here’s one answer.

Representing the old-timers, this is my coffee shop tale. Grab 
a fresh coffee and listen up:

“It was summer 1969 and too much flying was edging me 
toward the point of burn-out. (Some pilots reach the stage 
where they walk away from flying and never return. Most 
recover, I think). Then on a sunny afternoon, charter trip 
Tincup Lake just happened to appear directly below. It looked 
so peaceful and I needed some of that. I dove down and landed 
where a bubbly stream emerged from the tall timber and 
spilled quietly into the lake. I didn’t want to leave, but a camp 
had to be moved two hours ago. This is where I will build 
my fly-in lodge. No more burn-out; only peacefulness 
forever—I thought.

And so the dream lodge was built. A historical account with an 
(original) movie, photos, and statistics is found on the current 
owner’s excellent website. I brought along a laptop—so let’s 

have a look. We’ll search Tincup Wilderness Lodge and click 
on History 1969–1972. There’s the Widgeon. You’ll also see 
how the photo gallery especially captures the wild beauty and 
the peacefulness.

Now let’s connect all this activity with the one-pilot operation 
of a Grumman Super Widgeon (big engines), a Republic 
Seabee (amphibian), a leased Beechcraft Baron (light twin), a 
Piper Cub (wheels, skis), and two helicopters—a Bell 47G-2 
and involvement with an Alouette III.

Add to this the total responsibility for the designing, building, 
staffing, operation, and promotion of this lodge business and a 
new kind of burn-out came knocking.

Fortunately, the staff was excellent and extraordinarily 
committed. From the superbly talented organist and drummer 
to the registered nurse/bartender, they were exceptional at their 

A Bush Pilot’s Dream:
Build a Fly-in Lodge

COFFEE SHOP TALES

This is where I will build my fly-in 
lodge. No more burn-out; only 
peacefulness forever—I thought.

by Ray Conant

The Seabee at Whitehorse The lodge lounging room
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Certificate Upon Completion 
www.rayconant.com

Helicopter Pilot
Operations Course

work. My wife was also exceptional as 
hostess and master chef. She even found 
time and material to make curtains for 
the many windows. The guides ranged 
from a retired professional northern 
botanist, (his wife managed guest care), 
to my outdoorsman twelve-year-old 
son. His two younger sisters pitched in, 
so I’m told. Dishes, I think.

Some flying memories include using 
the G-2 to pick up two geologists 
stranded on top of a nearby mountain 
just before dark when their contracted 
helicopter became unserviceable thirty 
miles away. And then there was that 
crazy port engine on the Widgeon that 
was always hard to start. And how 

about the mid-January supply run with 
the Seabee where a water type landing 
was pulled off in the deep snow in front 
of the lodge. It worked perfectly, as 
expected. What wasn’t so expected was 
the rest of the day, and half the next day, 
spent shovelling out enough runway 
to take off. Loading the Widgeon tight 

to the ceiling with lodge supplies of 
every sort, and then crawling through 
the pilot’s sliding window was an oft 
repeated procedure. Flying guests 
from Whitehorse and back (airline 
connection) usually offered a chance 
to skirt through the coastal glacier 
country of Kluane National Park. These 
flights included a unique opportunity to 
spot herds of Dall sheep and caribou. 
Grizzlies and wolves were almost 
impossible to see from the Baron or the 
Widgeon, but the helicopter fixed that. 
The rule was “If the animals move, 
we’re too close.”

Before the Widgeon arrived on the 
scene, moving guests to the lodge 
from Whitehorse in a timely manner 
was always a frustrating problem. 
Actually, we were getting more guests 
than expected. Some of these guests 
volunteered to ‘experience’ two hundred 
miles of Alaska Highway, dust and all. 
The best we could do was to lease a 
fast Beech Baron and fly three guests 
plus baggage each trip to the Burwash. 
Then I had to quickly change hats and 
fly three confused guests to the lodge 
in the Seabee—less baggage (twenty 
minutes each way). The last hat change 
involved moving a mountain of luggage 
with the G-2 helicopter from Burwash 
airport to the lodge. All too soon the 
week was up and the whole operation 
had to take place in reverse. It was 
now more difficult to find volunteers 
to ride in the dust, and each guest 

was weighted down with fifteen extra 
pounds of smoked lake trout. When 
September rolled around that first year, 
the staff was happy to be entertaining 
just one super laid back family of five 
from Pennsylvania. I don’t recall how 
many Seabee trips were required to fly 
out Gerry’s seventeen dogs, but it did 
go well. He had come in with five a year 
earlier to build the lodge.

Continued on page 26
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by Angela SargentTexada
The Little Fly-in That CouldAugust 10, 2012

Retired Air Force pilots, Fraser Blues 
display formation flying over a currently 
operating Search and Rescue Buffalo at 

Texada Fly-in

Powell River Cadets make a
flag party whilst the crowd sings
O’ Canada and a RCAF Aurora

aircraft flies overhead.

Planes on the ground at Texada Fly-in

C
anada’s west coastline is 
rugged, beautiful and great 
fun to fly over. Within 
the busy airspace around 
Vancouver, commercial, 

private and military planes mingle in 
a well orchestrated ballet. But a few 
minutes north along the coast, the 
skies thin out dramatically. The stretch 
of water between the mainland and 
Vancouver Island—the Salish Sea—is 
peppered with islands. Some are full of 
cottages, some are creative centres full 
of artists, and some are almost deserted. 

All are breathtakingly beautiful from 
the air. The largest and arguably the 
least known of these is Texada Island. 
The airport on Texada is a popular 
destination for hobby fliers from 
Greater Vancouver, being roughly half 
an hour away, depending on your plane. 
It is a sleepy place where deer graze at 
the side of the runway and the gentle 
silence is only occasionally interrupted 
by the quarry just north of the airport, 
the economic base of the island.
In July all this calm and tranquility 

was shattered—no, decimated—by the 
Annual Texada Fly-In, which just got a 
whole lot bigger and better.

The day before the big event, small 
planes landed one after another, calling 
in from the skies to the ground crew 
alerted by the crackle of the radio. 
Experienced ground crew directed 
the small fleet of aircraft to parking 
spaces with tie-down facilities. Tents 
popped up beneath wings. Late in 
the day five Navions roared over the 
runway in formation as they did a fly 
past salute to the team of volunteers. 
They went on to salute the Texada 
Island Inn, their home for the night, in 
the same manner, startling more than 
one sleepy fisherman off the coast of 
Van Ander. Their aircraft taxied to 
much excitement, fuselage winking in 
the sunlight. The Fraser Blues retired 
three years ago, then two years ago, 
then definitely last year but they still 
came out to the Texada Fly-In, waiving 
their usual fee for an aerial display. 
The Blues know the Texada Skies well, 
having spent many weeks practicing 
in the quiet air space and enjoying the 
warm hospitality of the island.

Though the weather was not 
co-operating on the morning of the 
Fly-In and much of southern BC was 
in the grip of a storm, small planes still 
struggled into the clear skies overhead. 
And while Bob Timms masterminded 
the flipping of pancakes and children 
flew balsawood aircraft, the sky was 
filled with the thunderous roar of the 
Canadian Forces Search and Rescue
Buffalo doing a fly-past close to the 
runway. It circled and then landed in 

a distance as short as a Cessna would 
take, despite its chunky size. All eyes 
were on the apron as this big yellow 
beast, seen often over Texada, paused 
on the runway. The rear ramp opened, 
disgorging two Search and Rescue 
Technicians in orange jumpsuits who 
walked by either wing. The cockpit roof 
opened and a green clad member of the 
flight crew hauled himself up. Between 
the three of them they guided this plane 
into a small spot reserved on the tiny 
apron, reversing neatly into position in a 
style worthy of the Safeway parking lot 
on Christmas Eve.
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In July all this calm and tranquility was shattered—no, decimated—by the
Annual Texada Fly-In, which just got a whole lot bigger and better.

The Canadian Forces 442 Neptune Search and Rescue 
Squadron from 19 Wing Comox often practice over Texada 
Island and thus agreed to attend the Fly-in, giving an address 
on their work and the need to be cautious of any flares 
washed up on the beach. The calm tones of the Sergeant and 
the relaxed style of the crew belied the seriousness of their 
work. The crew was working and could be called away any 
moment to deal with an emergency form the far North to 
central Canada.

An Air Cadet Flag party marched smartly onto the runway. 
They stood in front of shining aircraft and waited. There was 
an excited muttering from the marshals and then we heard it 
from the distance, a dark rumble, like tuned thunder, growing 
louder and more insistent. The marshals grinned and from 
above the trees at the end of the runway, an Aurora from the 
407 Long Range Patrol Squadron, Comox, broke into view 
and flew past long and low, rumbling into the very core of 
everyone there. At exactly 1300 hours, perfectly timed, the 
choir began the first few bars of O’ Canada, and was instantly 
drowned out by the voices of the crowd. Those in uniform 
saluted, and everyone stood tall and proud. The Fraser 
Blues stood on the wings of their aircraft and thereafter the 
Aurora did a second fly-past in a final salute to Texada before 
returning to its duties over the Pacific Ocean. 

The Fraser Blues taxied out on to the runway and took off 
in perfect formation. Their formation flying and smoke 
trails had the crowd gasping in awe as they swooped and 
soared. They had been surprised by from the TexadaFly-In 
committee’s presentation of a magnificent mural of the Blues 
flying over mountains, watched by a small boy and his dog.  
The painting was made by a local artist and flying enthusiast, 
Doby Dobrostanski, and was donated, despite being worth 
thousands. It will find a new home in the café at Langley 

Regional Airport. The Langley airport is run by George and 
Guy Miller, father and son members of the Fraser Blues team.

KD Air, which flies a daily schedule to the Island, took off for 
regular sightseeing tours throughout the day, showing locals 
their homes from the air and tourists the hidden secrets of the 
island.

As some of the pilots took to the skies and the crowds 
reluctantly departed, an old war bird flew up to the sky, steep 
and high; reproducing the maneuvers it would have carried out 
in Korea when it was a service plane. The pilot flew for the 
sheer joy of flying.

Continued on page 26
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The skills required to be a 
pilot and to remain a pilot 
are continuously changing. 
We can divide a pilot’s skills 
into technical—the actual 

flying of the aircraft, systems knowledge 
etc.—and non-technical, which is 
communication, situational awareness, 
decision making and information 
processing amongst other soft skills. 
As we look back over history, we can see that approximately 
every twenty to thirty years a major innovation in technology 
advances commercial aviation to new heights. In the late 
sixties, the jet era was born. In the eighties, jets became 
managed by multiple computers, and had ‘glass’ cockpits. 
And now, airliners have been optimized for safe, efficient and 
minimal cost travel. With each innovation comes a learning 
curve of new situations to be converted to pilot experience. As 
we encounter each innovation, we are exposed to all sorts of 
new situations that have never occurred before, and we as the 
pilot must take each one and sort it out, before it sorts us out. 
The term in aviation today is ‘the resilient pilot’, and it refers 
the adaptability and flexibility of a pilot’s technical and 
non-technical ability to deal with new, ‘never before 
experienced’ events. One of the constants of aviation is that 
there is always an aircraft in the sky. Because of that, unique 
events happen for the first time ever each day. It becomes a 
matter of probabilities until you encounter it personally.

Resilient pilot: a pilot who adapts his 
or her skill sets continuously to process 
unique events.

Two recent events in international airline operations bring this 
point into focus. The first: a brand new Qantas A380 suffered 
an uncontained engine failure which left the crew to deal 
with a situation that no training had prepared them for. There 
was no checklist; only a complicated mix of procedures to be 
completed before an attempt to land was to be made. The four 

pilots dealt with the situation, and a safe landing was made 
after a few hours of working the problem.
The second event occurred on a stormy night in the 
Mid-Atlantic, where an Air France A330 faced a series of 
failures and unique events. In that case, there was also was no 
training, no procedures and no checklist to follow. However, 
that time it ended in tragedy.

Pilots of yesteryear were very resilient; they were conditioned 
to the idea that anything could happen at any time. The limited 
sources of information that they would base the flight on 
would lead to decisions being changed as new data became 
available. With the advances of automation and datalink, pilots 
allowed the automation to fly, while they were constantly 
updated with information regarding their flight. Over time, 
pilot resiliency gave way to SOPs, procedures and routines. 
Resiliency is now making resurgence and has been identified 
as an important tool for the modern professional pilot. Pilots 
of the past were very resilient, but had far fewer resources to 
draw from to manage their unique situations.

Sixty-four years ago, a distant relative of mine (my 
grandmother’s brother) enjoyed a career as a professional pilot 
like I do today. The difference in technology in the aircraft that 
he flew and what I fly today is almost unfathomable.

He was the captain in a crew of seven, flying a Super- 
Constellation between India and England.
The skill set required of pilots in that era included:

 ■ Physical ‘hands and feet’ flying skills.
 ■ Autocratic judgement and decision making—the Captain 

was the only decision maker on board.
 ■ Decisions were made faster as information was 

limited—the circle of information was much smaller, so 
pilots did what they could with the information at hand.

 ■ Past experiences—the outcome of a flight relied entirely 
upon a pilot’s skills, influenced by their previous flying and 
life experiences.

 ■ Adaptability and resiliency—however, many complex 
situations existed that exceeded the capacity for the pilot.

The Return of
Resiliency
An Examination of the
Dynamic Skill Set of
the Professional Pilot
by Andrew Stanton
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 ■ Military training—almost all pilots of that era were 
military trained and had flown in the war.

 ■ That variety of experience would have led to a wide arsenal 
of non-technical pilot skills—likely both good and bad.

The resources available to pilots of that era were a fraction 
of what we have today. The skills required of today’s pilot to 
manage that information are:

 ■ Information management and processing
 ■ Communication and crew resource management
 ■ Situational awareness
 ■ Risk management
 ■ Planning and programming
 ■ Accessing and information recall
 ■ Continuous learning
 ■ Resiliency to unique situations

As technology continues to advance aviation to new levels 
of performance, pilots of the future will need to continuously 
adapt and reshape their skill sets. Some people are more 
resilient than others. Will pilots of the future be those resilient 
people, or is it possible to train resiliency? The flight training 
system will need to adapt with the changing technology to 
mitigate the risk for aviators of the future.

 
Andrew Stanton 
Cevos Group Ltd. 
 
Andrew Stanton is the Author of the ATPL Study Manual and 
other Canadian aviation titles. He has been involved in aviation 
in Canada for 17 years, flying a variety of aircraft in commercial 
operations. He can be reached at astanton@cevosgroup.com.
www.cevosgroup.com
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HR tips from the trenches
by Christina Sestan

Navigating from Within

People. We’re quirky and 
inspiring and annoying and 
amazing and illogical.
Put a bunch of us together, and the best and 
the worst comes out. Work environments are 
particularly good at stirring up all kinds of 
drama, and of course the aviation industry is no 
exception. And even if you’re the kind of person 
who just wants to do your job and go home, it’s 
pretty tough to avoid getting sucked into the 
drama at some point.

After over a decade of working 
with individuals, groups, teams, 
managers and executives in 

dozens of organizations, I’ve learned 
a lot about the inter-relational pitfalls 
we encounter in the workplace. 
Frequently, we find ourselves 
working alongside people who are 
very different from ourselves; people 
who do and see things in ways that 
seem nuts to us. And unless we have 
developed a very tolerant perspective along the way (which is 
usually in short supply) we’re going to get our buttons pushed. 

This column is dedicated to untangling the messier aspects 
of our humanness (mess) in the workplace and revealing the 
deeper patterns underneath. Once you begin to understand 
what’s really going on, you’ll be amazed how simple 
workplace relationships can be, which might inspire you to 
take the whole thing a lot less seriously. 

“Help! The young people the company is hiring these days 
are driving me crazy! They badger me constantly about every 
single procedure, and never just do what I ask. Its like they 
actually believe that after two months on the job, they’re 
more qualified to run things than I am, and I’ve been here 
35 years! And they can’t seem to survive without their damn 
phones! What is with these guys?”

Baffled in Delta

Ahhhhh the Millenials! Gotta love ‘em! 

If you’re truly serious about engaging these young people, 
I dare you to take the next few minutes and become a tourist in 
their country. What have you got to lose? You’ll probably gain 
some good insights and, at the very least, it will help 
you to depersonalize their actions, which will be a whole lot 
less stressful. 

Here’s the Coles Notes version. Every generation, the 
Veterans, Baby Boomers, Gen X’ers and now the Millenials, 
has their own unique value systems, attitudes and preferences. 

The Veterans, born between 1922 and 1943, coined the phrase 
‘work ethic’ and took tremendous pride in making do with less 
(think depression, rations, wartime). 

Their children, the Baby Boomers (1944−1960), fed up with 
scrimping and saving, took a decidedly rebellious direction 
and declared that they could and would have it all. This is the 
generation that takes up skydiving at 50, retires at 55, moves 
to Bali, and so on. 

The Gen X’ers (1961−1980), or latchkey kids as they are 
known, slide quietly in after the Boomers, hidden in their 
shadow. Because their parents straddled the Veterans and the 
early Boomers, they’re caught in between. They were called 
‘latchkey’ kids because their moms’ were the first generation 
to join the workforce. 

And finally we arrive at the Millenials, the children of the 
Boomers. And if you understand what the Boomers were all 
about, you’ll understand why they parented their children the 
way they did. 
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1-877-644-8001
Duncan Airport, British Columbia

www.action-ultralights.com

Gift Certificates

 
Available

Scenic Flights from $78.00 - 7 days per week

Courses:  Pilot Permit - Passenger Carrying Rating
Advanced & Recurrency Training - Mountain Course

Instructor Rating - Conventional Pilot checkout

Est 1998

The Millenials, born between 1981 and 2000, are the 
most well-educated, affluent, well-travelled generation 
this planet has ever seen. They’re accustomed to using all 
sorts of technology and have had unprecedented freedoms 
and immediate gratification. Unlike any of the previous 
generations, they don’t know a time when they didn’t have 
instant access to money (ATMs), entertainment (iPod), 
information (Internet), and communication (computers and 
smart phones). They have been able to expand their horizons 
via the Internet and have become used to making their own 
decisions. They thrive in structure and organization, likely 
 the result of all the time spent in the highly structure 
and controlled environments of their electronic games 
(Nintendo, Game Boy). 

Millenials are usually self-confident and can even appear to 
have an attitude of entitlement, which predictably ruffles the 
feathers of the Gen X’ers and Veterans who are only too 
happy to remind everyone that they didn’t have anything 
handed to them. But don’t be too quick to blame them. They 
come by it honestly. Their Boomer parents placed them at 
the centre of their family, continually showering them with 
praise and accolades. Where previous generations only 
received medals for 1st, 2nd or 3rd place, the Millenials got 
medals just for showing up. Having been involved in group 
activities for most of their life, they come to rely heavily on 
their peer group, helping us to understand their fascination 
(obsession?) with Facebook and other social media. This 
generation was made for it!

Now that you understand a bit more about the 
Millenial generation, here are a few tips for engaging 
them in the workplace:

 ■ If they ask a lot of questions and want to know why things 
are done a certain way, they’re not disrespecting your 
authority so try not to take it personally. It’s what they were 
encouraged to do their whole lives. When they understand 
the reasons behind a policy, their acceptance is immediate.  

 ■ Millenials function extremely well in groups. Rather than 
encouraging individual initiative, or imposing autonomy, 
see if you can create a team environment that is supportive, 
cohesive and inclusive. 

 ■ Coach them. Ask for their input. Seek buy-in. It might take 
more of your time initially, but will pay dividends in the 
long run. If they feel like they are collaborating, they’ll 
walk on water for you. Just remember that for their whole 
lives, they’ve been told they can do pretty much anything 
they set out to do. And oftentimes, this turns out to be true, 
regardless of how limited their ‘real life’ experience may 
be (just look at all the young millionaires in high tech).

 ■ Where possible, provide detail, but don’t micro-manage.
 ■ Find out if you can provide them with mobile 

technologies that would allow them to work anytime, 
anywhere. They’ll thrive. 

 ■ If creative latitude is possible, these guys are the 
innovators. Aviation, and in fact all industries, could be 

extremely advantaged through their ingenuity 
and inventiveness. 

 ■ Aviation demands a certain sense of urgency yet Millenials 
express a strong desire to work in an environment free 
from job pressures. This is going to be a ‘hot spot’ that you 
need to be prepared for. Again, explaining why (though 
tedious) is your best bet.

Remember, when it comes to people, we’re not generally 
better or worse—just different. And taking a few minutes to 
understand where someone is coming from is the number one 
antidote to conflict. 

If you’re currently facing a challenge with someone at work, 
we’d love to hear from you. 

Christina Sestan, a professionally certified business coach, 
corporate facilitator and keynote speaker, is the founder of 
Citrus Coaching Solutions, a cutting-edge human potential 
company that works with individuals and organizations in a 
variety of industries to help achieve ground-breaking results in 
business and life.
 
*Interested in learning more? Check out our re-launched 
website this month at www.citruscoaching.com.  
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V
ictoria Air 
Maintenance Ltd (VAM), 
strategically located at the 
Victoria International Airport 
(CYYJ) for 30 years, has 

extensive experience in the restoration 
and modification business for the 
aviation community.  It has completed 
over the years, 35 ground-up 
restorations of the North American T-28 
Trojan, 18 Nanchang CJ-6 aircraft, 
two T-33s, two T-2, 25 DHC-2, 12 
DHC-3, seven DHC-6 300s, a DC-3 
restoration and a complete structural 
overhaul of six Grumman Mallards. Our 
maintenance facility is approximately 

12,000 square feet of operational hangar 
space and currently, VAM is doing a 
one-of-a-kind restoration of a flying 
deHavilland Mosquito for a Canadian 
customer.  This project is approximately 
8,000 hours of research and restoration 
work and is expected to be completed 
around 2012.

Currently, 
VAM is progressing on a 
contract for the Air Cadet League of 
British Columbia, where the BCPC and 
DND are replacing their current fleet of 
L-19s  with five Cessna 182s for glider 
towing purposes. These five aircraft are 

to be refurbished and modified at a rate 
of one aircraft per year commencing 
in 2012.  Additionally, we do about 
ten Cessna refurbishment/modification 
projects annually along with around 
75 inspections, ranging from 100-hour 
annual checks to major repair and/or 
overhauls.  Each is unique in its repair 
requirements and varies in duration.
VAM is also providing contract support 
to ICAO for Cessna spares.  Here, 
we have been an authorized service 
and parts centre for Cessna Aircraft 
for approximately ten years.  This 
means, being an authorized service 
facility, we are always busy providing 

maintenance, parts and servicing 
to a broad based aviation community.  
Our technicians are trained according 
to factory approved methods. The latest 
technical information is used to assess 
and efficiently service our clients’ 
aircraft and we always have a large 
inventory of quality parts on hand when 
our customers need them.

VAM is an existing incorporated 
company with an excellent reputation.  
With its experience and knowledge, it 
provides custom manufacturing for the 
aviation industry.  We do overhauls, 
rebuilds, and repairs for general 
aviation aircraft as well as corporate 
and transport category aircraft.  As a 
Transport Canada (TC) approved 
centre for structures, maintenance, 
avionics, welding and manufacturing, 
VAM is capable of custom 
manufacturing simple parts or 
assembling sophisticated products as 
well.  VAM is innovative and adaptable 
and we have a reputation for doing 
whatever it takes to meet customers’ 
needs. By paying attention to detail and 
working closely with our customers to 
identify and correct problems, products 
are guaranteed correct and are what the 
customer wants.

Victoria Air Maintenance Ltd

ADVERTORIAL
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c-girl-aviation.com

C-GIRL
ADVENTURES

PROFESSIONAL FLIGHT CENTRE

IFR DIVISION: JOHN MONTGOMERY, PRESIDENT
• Standardized training to the highest syllabus
• Over 5,400 IFR ratings issued in 26 years of operation
• Canada wide and international reputation for excellence
• 3 full motion Redbird Flight Simulators approved for IFR Renewals 
   (2 in CZBB and one in CYYJ)
• Piper Seneca, 3 Beech Duchess, Piper Seminole (in CYYJ), 1 IFR Cessna 172

• Your career is covered at Pro! Private - to ATPL - to industry
• Clean, modern equipment maintained to the highest standard
• Excellent accommodation at a very reasonable cost
• In-house Pilot Examiners available on short notice

VFR DIVISION:
• Private, Commercial, Night, Tailwheel and Instructor
• 10 Cessna 152s, 5 Cessna 172s, Cherokee Warrior and Citabria
• Daily Interactive Private & Commercial Groundschool and Seminars

New Douglas College Aviation Diploma
Flight training provided by Professional Flight Centre and Aviation
Diploma provided by Douglas College.
See

MONTHLY SEMINARS
3 Day IFR:

September 14-16 • October 19-21 • November 16-18

Commercial:
September 21-23 • October 26-28 • November 23-25

ATPL / IATRA: 
September 21-23 • October 26-28 • November 23-25

Meteorology: 
September 22 • October 27 • November 24

IFR One Day Refresher: 
September 8 • October 13 • November 3

Check www.proifr.com
For more information!

Boundary Bay Airport  Unit 6, 4340 King St., Delta, BC  •  Canada  •  V4K 0A5
Ph: 604-952-4635  •  Toll Free (Boundary Bay): 1-800-CYVR-IFR  •  www.proifr.com  
Pro IFR Victoria: 250-656-4235  •  “Those in the Know - Train with Pro!”

www.proifr.com for more details.

In the past, VAM has done sub-contract paintwork for Viking 
Air Ltd of Victoria and VIH Aerospace.  Here, we have 
extensive experience in paint technology and interior overhaul 
and are considered to be a leader in these fields. We do superb 
work.  For avionics, we use Victoria Avionics.  It has an 
excellent reputation and provides first-rate work.  All after 
sales issues (warrantees and guarantees) are honoured when 
installed by their representatives. Additionally, we use VIH 
Aerospace and CANSPEC for our NDT requirements.  Both 
are highly regarded in the aerospace industry; offering cost 
effective, high quality NDT services at CYYJ—delivering 
service quickly and efficiently.

VAM began operating in 1977 and has since grown to be one 
the industry’s largest independent providers of commercial 
aviation services. With 30 years of expertise, VAM draws 
from a vast wealth of knowledge to provide safe, high 
quality, and reliable service.  VAM is the “Minister’s” 
delegated supplier for C of A and certification services and 
provides importation, delivery and recovery services to our 
customers.  Our workforce of ten personnel consists of 
highly qualified technicians who provide excellent repair, 
overhaul and general servicing maintenance on each and every 
project they work on. 

Written by William Montague. Photos courtesy of VAM and 
William Montague. Visit us at www.vicair.net or
call 250-656-7600



B-17
A Story of
Survival
A mid-air collision on February 

1, 1943, between a B-17 and a 
German fighter over the Tunis 

dock area, became the subject of one of 
the most famous photographs of World 
War II. An enemy fighter attacking a 
97th Bomb Group formation went out 
of control, probably with a wounded 
pilot, then continued its crashing 
descent into the rear of the fuselage 
of a Fortress named All American, 
piloted by Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, of 
the 414th Bomb Squadron. When it 
struck, the fighter broke apart, but 
left some pieces in the B-17. The left 
horizontal stabilizer of the Fortress and 
left elevator were completely torn away. 
The two right engines were out and one 
on the left had a serious oil pump leak. 
The vertical fin and the rudder had been 
damaged, the fuselage had been cut 
almost completely through, connected 
only at two small parts of the frame and 
the radios, and electrical and oxygen 
systems were damaged. There was also 
a hole in the top that was over 16 feet 
long and four feet wide at its widest and 
the split in the fuselage went all the way 
to the top gunner’s turret.

Although the tail actually bounced 
and swayed in the wind and twisted 
when the plane turned, and all the 
control cables were severed, except one 
single elevator cable, the aircraft still 
flew—miraculously! The tail gunner 
was trapped because there was no floor 
connecting the tail to the rest of the 
plane. The waist and tail gunners used 
parts of the German fighter and their 
own parachute harnesses in an attempt 
to keep the tail from ripping off and the 
two sides of the fuselage from splitting 

apart. While the crew was trying to keep 
the bomber from coming apart, the pilot 
continued on his bomb run and released 
his bombs over the target.

When the bomb bay doors were opened, 
the wind turbulence was so great that 
it blew one of the waist gunners into 
the broken tail section. It took several 
minutes and four crew members to pass 
him ropes from parachutes and haul him 
back into the forward part of the plane. 
When they tried to do the same for 
the tail gunner, the tail began flapping 

so hard that it began to break off. The 
weight of the gunner was adding some 
stability to the tail section, so he went 
back to his position.

The turn back toward England had to be 
very slow to keep the tail from twisting 
off. They actually covered almost 70 
miles to make the turn home. The 
bomber was so badly damaged that it 
was losing altitude and speed and was 
soon alone in the sky. For a brief time, 

two more Me-109 German fighters 
attacked the All American. Despite the 
extensive damage, all of the machine 
gunners were able to respond to these 
attacks and soon drove off the fighters. 
The two waist gunners stood up with 
their heads sticking out through the 
hole in the top of the fuselage to aim 
and fire their machine guns. The tail 
gunner had to shoot in short bursts 
because the recoil was actually causing 
the plane to turn.
 
Allied P-51 fighters intercepted the 
All American as it crossed over the 
Channel and took one of the pictures 
shown. They also radioed to the base 
describing that the empennage was 
waving like a fish tail and that the 
plane would not make it and to send 
out boats to rescue the crew when they 
bailed out. The fighters stayed with the 
Fortress taking hand signals from Lt. 
Bragg and relaying them to the base. 
Lt. Bragg signalled that five parachutes 
and the spare had been “used” so five 
of the crew could not bail out. He made 
the decision that if they could not bail 
out safely, then he would stay with the 
plane and land it. 

Two and a half hours after being hit, 
the aircraft made its final turn to line up 
with the runway while it was still over 
40 miles away. It descended into an 
emergency landing and a normal roll-
out on its landing gear.

Continued on page 26
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It's time for a change.
Introducing the A22

FOXBAT

Bank Financing Available
www.LightWingAviation.com

Call us for more details
604 501 2488

The Evolution of FREEDOM



BC’s Best Kept Secret
Fly in by Airplane or Helicopter on a Private Landing Strip!

Play spectacular golf.
Stay in comfort and luxury.

Dine in casual elegance.

You're Unique. Your Escape Should Be Too.

www.prettyestatesresort.com

Local: 604-796-1000
Toll Free: 1-877-796-1001

14282 Morris Valley Road
Harrison Mills, BC  V0M 1L0

Originally a family acreage, the airstrip 
now provides a gateway for aviators, 
golfers and other visitors alike to 
enjoy elegant west coast fare at the 
restaurant and lounge or to spend the 
night. Laze in the sumptuous coziness 
of a room in the Inn, or escape to the 
luxury of a cottage in the forest. With 
excellent views, Rowena’s makes for an 
unforgettable experience.

Nestled in a centuries-old forest of 
Douglas Firs and surrounded by 
the West’s most idyllic golf course, 
Sandpiper Golf Resort is the perfect 
escape. Here, indulgence is a way 
of life. Sandpiper Golf Resort is an 
outstanding 18-hole Fraser Valley 
golf course that is gently sloped and 
features four sets of tees for all playing 
abilities. The course is set along the 

blue-green hues of the Harrison River 
with spectacular water and mountain 
vistas. The footprint of the legendary 
Sasquatch guards the green on one 
signature hole. 

Complete with its own 2,100 ft airstrip, 
this resort has become a unique fly-in 
adventure for small aircraft. On any 
day, aviation enthusiasts can gather for 
a delicious breakfast or lunch at the 
River’s Edge Restaurant, or stay at the 
Rowena’s Inn on the River.

Pretty Estates Resort evokes an 
atmosphere of elegance and traditional 
luxury. Savour the unique West 
Coast cuisine. Share cocktails on 
the lawn. Challenge the links at the 

Sandpiper Golf Course or surrender to 
an afternoon of tranquil indulgence. 
Rowena’s Inn on the River has the 
facilities to host a wide range of 
functions including birthday parties, 
corporate retreats, afternoon tea, and 
family gatherings. Visit us today to take 
advantage of the magnificent wildlife 
viewing and adventure packages.

For aviation enthusiasts and adventurers 
with exquisite tastes: once you’ve 
visited Rowena’s, you’ll realize you’ve 
discovered a year-round arrival and 
departure from the ordinary.
For more details, visit
www.prettyestatesresort.com

Pretty Estates Resort
Home to Sandpiper Golf Course, Rowena’s Inn
on the River and River’s Edge Restaurant

You’re Unique. Your Escape Should Be Too.

ADVERTORIAL
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YVR AIRPORT PILOT SHOP

AcceleratedAviation.com
ACCELERATED AVIATION TRAINING      Unit 130 - 5980 Miller Road YVR Airport Richmond BC      Ph. 604-279-0179

Culhane Aviation Training Manuals 
David Clark headsets
Nav Canada charts and supplements
General interest aviation training books
ASA and Jeppesen training manuals
Transport Canada publications
Publications françaises
FAA publications
Kneeboards
Flight computers
Aircraft operating handbooks
Aviation t-shirts
Flight timers
Posters

EXAM PREP SEMINARS YVR

Flashlights
Navigation logs
Ipad holders
Fuel testers
Protractors and plotters
Pilot and aircraft logbooks
AME publications and logbooks
Pilot licence holders
Aviation keychains, mugs, lapel pins
ICOM radios
Intercoms
Flight cases and bags
Aviation training CD's and DVD's
Aviation mousepads

  Private Pilot      
Commercial Pilot     
Instrument Rating     
Airline Transport and IATRA

Helicopter CPL     
Helicopter ATPL    
CARs for AMEs   
Flight Dispatcher

We offer the following aviation products from our pilot shop at YVR international airport:

Do you need to succeed on a Transport Canada aviation written in a hurry? We offer the following 
accelerated exam prep seminars from our YVR airport training centre:
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M
y dad was an RCAF Lanc 
pilot—Ghost Squadron—who 
did a full tour and survived. 
Although he did not tell us 
too much while he was alive, 

I honoured since childhood what he 
did tell, and grew to love airplanes 
in general and warbirds and classics 
(hence the Mosquito interest, spurred 
on by my classic aircraft and warbird 
flying friends and people like Norm 
Hogwood.) I am a CWH/Lanc support Member 
and in 1990−1989 I co-ordinated and lead a volunteer team 
of Air Canada/CP etc. people to ground handle and tow the 
CWH Lanc on its 1989−1990 visits to the YXX Airshows. We 
also were the Abbotsford Airshow civilian ground ops/static 
aircraft towing team for about 14 years.

Also see CWH Lanc/YXX video links below and refer to 
www.aviationnewsjournal.com/videos, as well.

 ■ www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8-Nexmxsyg
 ■ www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_JttX0IVi4

These were taken from old VHS tapes found only many 
years after the event by friend John McManus, who took 
the originals and was part of the team. The first one is miss-
labelled on YouTube, but not on title slate. It took place 
in 1989—the CWH Lanc’s first visit west. I am the guy 
marshalling the Lanc in as it follows the B-1 Bomber. Nice 
juxtaposition of old and new. I am also the guy giving hand 
signal on engine start. The first aid bit is real but quaintly 
comical. The second video is the 1990 visit. After we got the 

Lanc started up, as thanks for the ground handling team and 
in honour of my dad, the Captain told me to get my ‘ass’ on 
board by back door and ‘watch out for props’. And I flew 
as a passenger standing behind the pilot for the show with a 
Spitfire and Hurricane in formation (the Hurricane was the 
one lost in subsequent CWH-hangar fire). The ‘Rangers’ you 
see at the end of the videos is what the local flying friends call 
themselves to give the loose assembly of derelicts a quasi-
military air of importance, all in jest.

Among a raft of duties at Air Canada (30 year career lead 
to Manager of Airport Operations Services—Western North 
America and Pacific Rim based at YVR but with offices at 
YYZ and Montreal HQ), I was a professional airline peer of 
Norm Hogwood in New Zealand on the Executive Committee 
of the International Air Transport Section of the National 
Safety Council (ARTEX).

Continued on page 26

Lancaster
Ghost Squadron

by  Tony Walsh
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HANGARS
FOR SALE
•  Pitt Meadows, 

BC
•  Starting @

$114,900
•  High End

Construction

•  All units 
   individually owned 
•  VOR / NDB A 
   (GNSS)  
•  Float Plane Base  
•  Easy Access for 
   all Lower Mainland
•  Airpark comes
   with 60 year lease

Contact Brandon:  
604-290-7286
coyotebj@telus.net

I’ve been flying for two and 
a half years now and am 
working on completing my 
CPL at the Brampton Flight 
Centre in Caledon, Ontario. 
We always have the latest 
issue of Aviation News 
Journal in our pilot lounge 
and it’s always a great read. 

I’ve been a fan of aviation since I was six years old and being 
able to fly is a dream come true for me.

John J. Eapen
Student Pilot | Brampton Flight Centre
 

Winner of the July/August Aviation 
News Journal Contest
Congratulations to John J. Eapen!

Check out this month’s contest on page 31
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To general aviation pilots in the USA the name 
Pilots N Paws is very familiar.  PNP has brought together 
pilots and rescue folk for over five years and has flown 
thousands of flights making a huge difference in the often 
hopeless lives of shelter animals.

This past June, Gini Green launched the wholly Canadian-run 
non-profit organization Pilots N Paws Canada to do the same 
and make interprovincial air rescue a reality. 

Pilots N Paws Canada is looking for animal loving pilots in 
every corner of Canada to become part of this 
very positive campaign!

A Wisconsin man has been thrust into the spotlight after a 
picture of him and his 19-year-old dog went viral on the 
Internet, according to a story from Granite Broadcasting sister 
station Northland’s NewsCenter. 

According to the Northland’s NewsCenter report: The image 
of John Unger and his dog Schoep has been viewed millions 
of times on Facebook, reaching people across the world. 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words but, it’s safe to 
say one of Hannah Stonehouse Hudson’s newest snapshot is 
worth millions.
 
“It’s been viewed almost three million times; it’s been shared 
I think 150,000 times. It’s been like an incredible amount of 
times,” said Hudson on an overcast day in Bayfield, Wis. “My 
mother has a saying, “For the comfort and convenience of the 
dog,” and he is the epitome of this saying. He loves this dog, 
he takes care of this dog, his life is about this dog.” 

John Unger and Schoep have spent almost twenty years 
together; he was rescued as a puppy. 

“We both wanted to work with a dog that had been abused and 
we knew this. We talked about it and that’s what we wanted 

to do. We wanted to help out an animal and bring out his full 
potential,” said Unger. 

It’s hard for Unger to talk about their time together because 
19-year-old Shoep is nearing the end of his long, happy life. 

“What he means to me? I can’t put into words.” 

He suffers from arthritis and has trouble sleeping, so to ease 
his pain, Unger takes him swimming and Schoep will fall 
asleep in his arms. 

“Not too many more times are we going to be able to do this. 
So every time now it’s a pretty special feeling... the 
buoyancy it gives him in the water relieves the pain, or at least 
some of it to the point where he’s relaxed,” said Unger with 
Schoep by his side. 

Hudson’s picture captured this moment perfectly and 
her snap shot, viewed three million times, comes down 
to one word... love. 

“They are two amazing beings and if you can take anything 
from this photo, take the love from it and pass it on to other 
people,” said Hudson. 

“You give love and that love will return ten-fold, that’s what I 
want people to get from this photograph,” said Unger. 
Unger has received an overwhelming amount of support since 
the picture went viral. People are even stepping up to help pay 
for Schoep’s medical costs.

Article taken from www.wkbw.com. Photo by Hannah 
Stonehouse Hudson courtesy of JAMU Enterprises. The print is 
available for purchase at www.johnandschoep.com. A portion of 
the photo sale directly supports John and Schoep.  

ADVERTORIAL

To learn more, contact pilotsnpawscanada@gmail.com or visit 
their website at www.pilotsnpawscanada.com

Pilots
N Paws

Love: So Simple and Means Everything
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•  Boundary Bay Airport, B.C.
•  T-Hangars starting at $99,900

•  45’6” - 48’ wide doors
•  Insulated walls & doors

•  Single phase power

www.jt-lee.com

Box Hangars Coming Soon!

JT Lee 604-628-0099

Phase 1
sold out!
Phase 2 under
construction!

RE/MAX Crest Realty (Westside)

THINKING RECOVER?
Canada’s Premier Authorized 
Distributor for:

Write, fax or e-mail for 
your information 
package.
Specify aircraft model 
for free quote.

HEAD OFFICE
59 Eagle Drive, Winnipeg, MB  

R2R 1V4
Tel: 204-783-8512   
Fax: 888-783-3302

E-mail: 
gouletac@gouletaircraft.com

BRANCH OFFICE
48 Airport Rd., Edmonton, AB  

T5G 0W7

Tel: 780-452-4242   
Fax: 888-454-4050

E-mail: 
goulaced@telus.net

www.gouletaircraft.com

Large Inventory
Competitive Prices

Tool Catalog 
Available 
on Our Website

Now Available

GREETINGS FROM 
PROFESSIONAL FLIGHT CENTRE! 
BREAKING NEWS!

Professional Flight Centre and Douglas College are 
proud to announce our Aviation Degree Program.

This program combines the  flight training of 
Professional Flight Centre with the post-secondary 
college courses of Douglas College.

Upon completion of our Professional Pilot Program and 
the two year post-secondary college courses at Douglas, 
the candidates will be issued an Aviation Diploma.  

The post-secondary courses from Douglas are also directly 
transferable to any Canadian University and gives the 
students the option of furthering their education with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree.

 ■ Seen our website lately?  Please check it out at 
www.proifr.com. You will see some testimonials 
from our alumni. 

 ■ At Pro we have a PPL Ground School that runs 
Monday to Thursday from 1030 until 1300 (10:30 AM 
until 1 PM) 

 ■ IFR has always been Pro’s specialty!  Come out and fly 
our beautiful Beech Duchess and Seneca twins or full 
motion Redbird simulators. 

 
Happy Flying!
John Montgomery
President

For more information, visit www.proifr.com.

Professional
Flight Centre

ADVERTORIAL
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And then there were the notable Red Eagle Air Sports with 
their intricate, spell-binding manoeuvres—Dan McClung in a 
‘Talon Eagle’ and Billy Werth in a Pitts S2C.  

The seasoned and expert AV8FX team led by April Zalesky 
took care of the day’s pyro needs which often surprised and 
thrilled us onlookers.

Certainly overall, the day should have delivered enough 
action and variety for spectators and aviation enthusiasts 
of all stripes.  ‘Not too shabby’, as the good saying goes, 
particularly when guided through the day by the talented team 
of announcers in the Singleton Tower—Bob Singleton, Roy 
Hafeli and Ken Hildebrandt.  Well done!

When the time came for the Buffalo to depart, all operations 
ceased. Marshalls were posted on the wing tips of the adjacent 
aircraft as the engines wound up and the yellow plane inched 
out of its spot. Two of us, hats removed and protective glasses 
securely in place, leaned our entire body weights on to the 
wing of a Navion. We struggled to prevent the wind from the 
Buffalo’s prop wash from lifting one of the Navion’s wings 
and flipping the plane. The Buffalo turned to taxi out from 
the apron, turning the full force of the wash in our faces. 
Hair flattened and skin rippling back in the current of air, my 
colleague turned towards me with a grin splitting his face. 
Summing up the whole day in a forceful yell which sounded 
little more than a whisper to my assaulted ears, he proclaimed, 
“It doesn’t get any better than this!”

During those two years, every time the pressure got to me I 
would untie an outboard and head for the center of the lake. 
Dozing and drifting I would mentally cash in on the peace 
promises of that first visit to Tincup. There was always 
more than enough fulfilment to cure any and all manner of 
accumulated burn-out symptoms.

Refill anyone?

Ray Conant has been flying airplanes and helicopters over a 
period of sixty-five years. He has recently published a manual 
and course of advanced instruction for pilots in commercial 
helicopter flying. Visit www.rayconant.com for plenty of 
interesting material on both airplanes and helicopters. Email 
rconant@shaw.ca

When the ambulance pulled alongside, it was waved off 
because not a single member of the crew had been injured. 
No one could believe that the aircraft could still fly in such a 
condition. The Fortress sat placidly until the crew all exited 
through the door in the fuselage and the tail gunner had 
climbed down a ladder, at which time the entire rear section of 
the aircraft collapsed onto the ground. The rugged old bird had 
done its job.

Abbotsford International Airshow
by Ed Anderson

B-17: a Story of Survival
by Unknown Author

Lancaster Ghost Squadron
by Tony Walsh

A Bush Pilot’s Dream: Build a Fly-in Lodge
by Ray Conant

Texada: the Little Fly-in That Could
by Angela Sargent

It was the only really effective share and lobby working group 
for airline ground safety. We became close family friends over 
the years. Norm stays with us on his visits to BC. 

My father David Walsh told us a few sporadic stories of what 
it was like as a Flight Lieutenant, pilot in command of a 
Lancaster bomber, but not much about being so young and the 
fear there must have been during the idle times before they got 
down to the job at hand. I have traced a bit of my dad’s WWII 
training and Lanc flying history, mostly from his Pilot’s Flying 
Log Book, and his records (that even included his bomb drop 
photos from missions over Dresden, Nuremburg, Hanover, 
Hamburg, Dortmund, Dessau, Hanover, Bremen, etc. Most 
were at night but there were some daylight raids. In the night 
photos you can see the Lanc’s silhouetted far below with the 
bright firestorms below as the background. Scary.)
My dad’s Canadian-built Mk-X Lanc Serial Number was KB-
843. It had registration letters NA-D of 428 Ghost Squadron—
RCAF/6-Group , based in Middleton St. George. He flew a 
whole tour. He also flew his own Lanc back to Canada via 
the Azores after the war ended. Below is a photo of my dad 
landing his Mark-X Lanc D-Dolly in Nova Scotia after flying 
it back to Canada over the Azores in the first returning flight. 
The Photo below shows my dad looking to the camera on his 
first arrival in Canada. This was the last few seconds of my 
father’s piloting. He became an engineer and never flew as a 
pilot again. 

Aside from his Pilot’s Log Book, I also have a Flight 
Engineer’s Notes for Lancaster Aircraft booklet in very good 
condition (with the transparent tracing paper overlays for the 
panel instruments etc.).

Four Canadian Lancs collided on the way to Wangerooge. 
My dad saw two of the Lancs collide on the outbound leg. He 
watched the chutes appear as they went down and asked the 
navigator to mark the spot. They continued on to Wangerooge, 
dropped bombs and instead of returning the direct route back 
to Middleton St. George base, he flew back across now alerted 
and risky territory, to the spot where the Lancs went down on 
the diversionary outbound leg. They amazingly found the spot 
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Bring your plane home today. Bring your plane home today. 
 The perfect gift for the person who thought they had everything! 
ALM Custom Carvings specializes in creating one-of-a-kind custom airplane
models perfect for the living room mantel or your personal desktop.

 The perfect gift for the person who thought they had everything! 
ALM Custom Carvings specializes in creating one-of-a-kind custom airplane
models perfect for the living room mantel or your personal desktop.

CUSTOM CARVINGSCUSTOM CARVINGSwww.almmodels.comwww.almmodels.com
(604) 501-2488(604) 501-2488

Hangars for Sale
Chilliwack, B.C. - CYCW

604.793.5938

Over 70%
Occupied!

T-Hangars:
1,000 - 1,400 Sq. ft.
Cube Hangars:
2,000 - 7,000 Sq. ft.

Home of the famous ‘piece of pie’
in the beautiful Fraser Valley!

and loitered over six visible Mae-Wests (according to his log), 
called rescue PBY, and circled until the PBY was in visible 
range and marked the spot his Lanc was over. Then, very 
short on fuel, they had to divert to the closest Carnaby coastal 
emergency base, thus his Lanc was the last Group-6 Canadian 
Bomber to land from an active mission. They later found out 
the PBY recovered 6 bodies and no survivors—injuries and 
exposure in the cold North Sea took its hypothermia toll fairly 
rapidly. 

In fact his Lanc was the last logged combat flight time of the 
RCAF in WWII. In itself not a major thing, but the reason he 
was late getting back made me proud. I forgot to mention that 
the marking dye from the Mae Wests in the water helped my 
dad and his crew spot them ‘miraculously’ in the haze, as he 
said in a logged note.

The book Reap the Whirlwind by Spencer Dunmore & 
William Carter about the Canadian 6-Group part of allied 
bomber command, tells of this last Wangraooge daylight raid, 
and the four Lanc collisions enroute to the target and later on 
at page 362 mentions that my dad and his Lanc were the last 
6-Group to land in European war, but does not mention why 
they were late getting back.

My dad passed away in 1993. The only crew member still 
alive is Wireless Operator- Ken Daley who lives near Welland 
Ontario.
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We do NAAA certified appraisals for Insurance and Financing Purposes
Including Reconstructive Appraisals on AC Wrecks

Call Russ Lougheed, NAAA Certified
1-360-766-7600  •  Fax 1-360-848-0151  

e-mail: lougheed@cnw.com

BOW AVIATION
Aircraft Appraisals

Specializing in:  
• DH Beavers & Otters • Helicopters

CARDINAL AVIATION CENTRE
Edmonton, Villeneuve (CZVL)

100LL  •  Jet A-1  •  Oils  •  Snacks
Open 8 - 6 Mon. - Sat. and 1 - 6 Sunday 

No callout charges 
Call 780-459-0952 

or cell 780-446-5949 / 780-446-5914 
Visa • Mastercard

Boundary Bay Hangar for Rent
Ideal for Robinson R22

11 Wide x 34 Deep x 14 High.
New Construction, Insulated with Hydro.

$350/Month. Long or Short Term.
David (604) 506-8210

Superb Quality  • Reasonable Prices
Customer Satisfaction Guarantee

HARV
AIR

Trevor 
Berryman

City Centre 
Airport -
Edmonton

Toll Free:  1.866.453.1859
Email:  tbharvair@yahoo.ca

Custom Aircraft Painting

AIRCRAFT
WATERBORNE

FINISHING SYSTEMS

“Everything
You Need 

for a
Beautiful

Finish”

Fabric – Metal – Composite

Western Aviation Services Ltd.

www.westav.ca
info@westav.ca
866-678-1234

WORKSHOP - STEWART SYSTEMS
Fabric Covering & Painting

October 26-27-28, 2012

Email us today at sales@aviationnewsjournal.com 
for more information.

Advertise with us!

Aviation Marketplace
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AAEERROOAARRTT  &&  MMOODDEELLSS
1-866-202-1252

aeroart@packetworks.ca
www.aeroartandmodels.com

Please contact 
us for more info 

on these and 
other models 

& aviation
art prints!

CL-415

DHC2 BEAVER FIRECAT

SEABEE TWO

B737 BBJNORSEMAN

Inspections, Modifications and Installations,
Repairs, Structures (tubular & sheet metal),

Welding, Pre-Purchase Inspections,
Propeller Balancing, Imports

* Now an AmSafe airbag service centre *
Conveniently located at Pitt Meadows, B.C., 

beside the Fraser River, for easy float access.
www.coastdogaviation.com  •  604-465-7255

dale@coastdogaviation.com  •  CYPK  •  AMO 87-10

High Quality
Maintenance •
Affordable Price

Hangar Space for Rent 
Boundary Bay Airport CZBB

Suitable for Cessna, Piper, RVs  or similar
Must-see.  New, bright and door is easy to open

$400 - $450 per month

Eric   604-351-0564
Call Judy  604-572-7580

Peter Chick  MD-M
ccaviation@shaw.ca
•  Quality Assurance Services

•  Audits, Manuals for AMO and AO
•  Minister’s Delegate for Maintenance  

• Import and Export Consulting  
•  Aircraft Transportation

604.795.0911
www.members.shaw.ca/ccaviation

MICHAEL J. CULHANE
BSc BA LLB ATPL

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

604-279-0179 info@culhane.ca

The Aviation News Journal is published and owned by ER AVIATION AND 
NUTRITION LTD. It is available at most airports in Canada, various aviation 
industry companies, FBO’s and organizations, and can be subscribed to for 
$4.95 an issue.

ER AVIATION AND NUTRITION LTD. will not be held liable for articles and 
printed opinions by any of our editorial contributors. Nor will we be liable for any 
material (or use, accuracy or origin of any material ) supplied by an advertiser or 
editorial contributor. However, we do express the right to refuse publishing any 
articles expressing offending or political viewpoints and press coverage of any 
event  that the editor of this magazine deems detrimental to the well being of the 
aviation industry, our advertisers and readers. ER AVIATION AND NUTRITION 
LTD. will not be held liable for publications missed for reasons beyond our control. 

Any navigational content or material contained herein  is reference made by 
the contributing author for reading enjoyment or study and is not to be taken as 
navigational fact unless so indicated. The Publisher will not assume liability for 
anyone using this information as reference to actual flying  conditions or navigation. 

Elke Robinson, Publisher, ER AVIATION AND NUTRITION LTD.
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Victoria Air Maintenance Ltd
Your Total Repair, Overhaul and Major Rebuild Service

Victoria International Airport
CYYJ

9650 Hurricane Road
North Saanich BC Canada

Phone: 250-656-7600
info@vicair.net

Services

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Cessna Authorized 
Service Facility
Flat Rate Inspections
General Maintenance
Pre-Purchase Inspections
Annual and Periodic
Inspections
Structure Repairs
Full Tear Down and
Rebuilds
Restorations
MD-M Services
Imports and Exports
Dynamic Propeller
Balancing
Pitot/Static Tests
Full Service Paint Facility
Avionics Installations
Salvage and Recovery
Part Sales 

Victoria Air Maintenance was established in 1983 and has long
been recognized as one of North America’s leading aircraft

restoration and heavy maintenance facilities. Our team of AMEs
and support personnel are highly trained to ensure that each
and every task performed on your aircraft meets the highest

quality of standards and exceeds your expectations.

We are pleased to offer flat rate annual inspections for many
types of aircraft.

Visit our website at  www.vicair.net for more information! 



Time for an ANJ D-check.
Yes, it’s makeover time, and we want your input!

ANJ is delighted to announce that our rst publication under the new ownership has helped us 
achieve our goal to bring you more stories, fun �ying adventures, and exciting new contributing 
writers! We’re proud to offer an overall balanced approach for you to enjoy the reading material and 
spectacular stories! This past July/August edition, we mailed out four times more copies across 
Canada for the rst time. ANJ is reaching aviation businesses, �ight schools, �ying clubs, and even 
restaurants and resorts! 

Check out our ever-evolving webpage at www.aviationewsjournal.com. View our new videos
and Aviation Marketplace, where you can see your business take its promotions online. We also 
encourage you to check out the popular and interactive Aviation Forum at
www.MileHighCustoms.com/forum. 

And don’t forget to LIKE us on Facebook! We invite you
again to send us your comments and suggestions, and to
enter this issue’s contest.

Blue skies as we enter a spectacular and eventful autumn!

Contact us at subscriptions@aviationnewsjournal.com 
to get your subscription to the Aviation News Journal.
$4.95 CAD per issue. 

What kind of plane is in this photo?
Email your answers to

contests@aviationnewsjournal.com

Contest to Readers

Sincerely,

Elke Robinson, Publisher



AL SIM MCC 200 Precision Flight Control Elite FTD Redbird Full Motion Simulator


